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^RETURN OF BODY OF UNKNOWN AMERICAN WHO LOST HIS 

LIFE DURING WORLD WAR. 

r^ \(\y vv' Committee on Miutary Atfairs, 

^\[ House of Representatives, 

Tuesday, Fehmary i, 1921, 

The committee met at 10.30 o'clock a. m., Hon. Julius Kahn (chair- 
man) presiding. 

The Chairman. The committee has met this morning to consider 
House joint resolution 426, introduced by Mr. Fish, which provides 
as follows: 

joint resolution Providing for tlie briruflny to the United States of a body of an 
unknown American killed on the battle fields of France, and for the burial of the 
remains with appropriate ceremonies. 

Resolved by the Senate and Hfmae of RepreHentatire^'^ of the United States 
in Congress assembled, Tliat the Secretary of War be, and he is liereby, author- 
ized and direct e<l, under reflations to be prescribed by him, to cause to be 
brought to the United States a body of an American, a member of the overseas 
forces of tlie United States, who was killed on the battle fields of France, and 
whose identity has not been established, for burial in the Amphitheater of the 
Xatlonal Cemetery at Arlington, Virginia ; and the body so selected and brought 
to the Ignited States shall be the only unidentified body authorized to be brought 
to the United States. 

In the regulations to be promulgated by the Secretary of War pursuant to this 
joint resolution, It shall be provided that a noncommissioned officer under the 
Immediate personal supervision of a general officer, shall select the body, ob- 
serving strict impartiality, and that the body so selectecl shall typify the spirit 
ami sacrifice of the people of the Republic of the United States of America In 
the great World War, and shall l>e entitled to and shall receive the highest 
oflicial honors en route an<l at the reinterment. 

Such sum as may be necessary to carry out the purpose of this joint resolu- 
tion Is hereby authorized to be expended by the Secretary of War. 

Mr. Fish, the committee will be very glad to hear anything yon 
desire to say regarding this House joint resolution. 

STATEMENTS OF HON. HAMHTON FISH, W., JK »EPEESENTATIVE 
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF NEW YORK; HAJ. GEN. JOHN 
A. LEJEITNE, COMMANDANT UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS; 
GEN. J. J. PERSHING, UNITED STATES ARMT; MR. WUUAM 
TTLER PAGE, CLERK HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES; MR. JOHN 
THOMAS TAYLOR, CHAIRMAN I^ATIONAL LEGISLATIVE COM- 
MITTEE, AMERICAN LEGION; Tit^, lOWlt KdWVTK DIXON, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA.; AND MAJ. GEN. PETER C. HARRIS, THE 
ADJUTANT GENERAL, UNITED STATES ARMY. 

Mr. Fish. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, with 
your permission, I will introduce first Gen. Lejeune, commandant 
of the United States Marine Corps, who was in command of the 
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4 RETURN OF BODY OF I'NKNOWN AMERICAN. 

Second Division of the American Army in some of the more im- 
portant major operations of American troops during the World 
War, and who will speak to the committee in favor of this resolu- 
tion. 

The Chairman. Gen. Lejemie, the committee will be glad to hear 
any statement you desire to make regarding House joint resolution 
426. 

Gen. Lejeitne. Mr. Chairman, in explanation of my presence here 
this morning I will state that during tne period from July 27, 1918, 
until the return of the division to the United States on August 9. 
1919^ I was in command of the Second Division and served in that 
capacity during the btftltles of St. Mihiel, Blanc Mont Ridge, the 
Meuse Argonne, and in the Marbache sector. Prior to my taking 
command, the Second Division had been heavily engaged in the 
Soisson drive, and also the fighting in June, 1918, in the Bois de 
BeUeau, and in the vicinity of Chateau-Thiery. In all of these bat- 
tles, especially in the Soisson drive, there were a number of men 
killed who could not be identified. This was due to several causes, 
the most frequent being the rending apart of the men's bodies by 
high explosive shells, so that in many instances only small bits or 

Eieces or fragments of a body could be found. In one case, I remem- 
Br particularly, a man was wounded and left in a shell hole and 
when they went to find him there was nothing there, but some small 
pieces of flesh. A shell had made a direct hit and had torn the body 
into a thousand pieces. There were other men who could not be 
identified also because they had lost their identification tags and had 
nothing about their persons which enabled the Graves Registration 
Service or burial parties to identify them. 

The Chairman. May I ask you a question right there in regard to 
these young men who- were practically blown to pieces. I have been 
informed that the records show where practically every man who 
participated in the war fell or was killed. How was that informa- 
tion obtained where a body was unrecognizable, as you suggest, or 
where there were only little bits of the body left? 

Gen. Lejeune. From his comrades — from the surviving members 
of his platoon or squad. 

The Chairman. They would make a statement to the chaplain 

Gen. Lejeune (interposing). That this particular man had been 
killed at that particular spot. 

The Chairman. And that went into the permanent archives of 
this Government ? 

Gen. Lejeune. Yes, sir. We investigated the case of every indi- 
vidual man who was shown as missing in action. After a battle we 
made up the records. Of course, we had the i*ecords of all those 
who were alive and with their companies, but every missing man had 
to be accounted for in some way. At first there were a great many 
carried as missing, but that number gradually diminished until 
finally there were only a very few. 

The Chairman. I have heard it stated that there were only some- 
thing like three or four. 

Gen. Lejeune. Nearly every missing man has been accounted for. 

Mr. Fields. The utmost care was exercised to be sure that every 
man who was accounted for should be checked up so that no man 
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would be charged with desertion who should not have been so 
charged ? 

Gen. Lejeune. The greatest possible care was taken to prevent 
that. It sometimes happened that he was wounded and sent to the 
rear, and then was temporarily lost sight of. That was all straight- 
ened out. I know it was in my division, and I think it was in all 
the divisions. 

The Chairman. Will you kindly proceed. General ? 

(len. Lejednb. In the cases of the men who were torn to pieces, 
the remains were gathered together and buried and were given the 
names of the men who had been at the spot at the time the shell ex- 
ploded and who were not accounted for. But there are bodies of 
some men overseas who were killed and who are unknown of whom 
there is no record of identification, and I feel that it would be a 
most excellent thing to bring the body of one of these men home and 
biirv him with proper ceremony. 

The Chairman. In your opinion, where should such a burial be 
made? 

Gen. Lejeune. I think it should be in Arlington, Mr. Kahn, where 
a great proportion of our dead of three wars are now lying. 

Mr. Crago. General, would it be possible from the records to tell 
just what arms of the service the men who are missing and who are 
among the imidentified belonged to? 

Gen. Lejeune. Yes ; I think it would be in some cases. 

Mr. Crago. I was going to make a suggestion and see what you 
think of it, that an effort be made to bring back the body of a marine, 
the body of some man who served in the Infantry, the body of some 
man who served in the Artillery, and so on through every branch of 
the service. That would make, perhaps, 10 or 12 unidentified bodies, 
so that there would be a little bit closer connecting tie between the 
folks who mourn the loss of these unidentified dead and such a cere- 
mony as is proposed, so that when this ceremony takes place the 
mother might say. " My boy served in that branch ; perhaps that is 
my boy." It seems to me it would add to the impressiveness and the 
effect of the ceremony at Arlington if there was one unidentified dead 
from each branch of the service. 

Gen. Lejeune. I think it would be an excellent idea, Mr. Crago. 
I feel this way about bringing home the unidentified dead: There 
were a large number of men who died on the battle fields who were 
left there tor burial. We can select any one of those for such a great 
ceremony without an invidious distinction. This unidentified dead 
soldier would be to the people of the country a symbol of all those 
killed in battle. 

Mr. Hull. How would you identify the organization ? 

Mr. Crago. You would not necessarily have to identify the organi- 
zation. You could identify the branch of the service in which the 
man served. You would know instantly when you saw a part of the 
uniform whether he was a marine or whether he was in the Medical 
Corps or in the Infantry or any other branch of the service. 

(len. Lbjetne. It would be difficult unless he had on some distinc- 
tive insignia. 

Mr. Crago. It seems to me that with so many unidentified it would 
be possible to pick out one who had served in each branch. 
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Mr. McKbnzib. If the statement made by the chairman awhile affo 
is correct that all but perhaps three or four have been identified, I do 
not see how you could get a dozen unidentified. 

Mr. Crago. There are hundreds unidentified. He only referred to 
one organization. 

Gen. Lbjeune. I meant that they had traced the records of these 
men so that they knew whether a man was killed or absent, but they 
had not gotten the specific information as to his identity. They do 
know whether he was killed or absent without leave. 

The Chairman. That is what I had reference to. 

Gen. Lbjeune. There are a number of men who were killed whose 
remains have not been identified. 

Mr. McKenzeb. It has been proven that a soldier was killed, but 
they do not know his individual identity ? 

Gen. Lbjeiune. For instance, in a company there might be 10 men 
carried as missing; they investigated each case and they proved that 
9 out of the 10 were killed in battle, but they have not found the re- 
mains of all of those men. The tenth man may have been a straggler, 
and he was found later and proper action taken in his case. 

Mr. Crago. It would be possible, would it not, to select, among un- 
identified men, those whose clothing indicated what service they 
were in? 

The Chairman. Would that be possible. General? 
• Gen. Lejeune. The Graves Registration Service can tell you about 
that better than I can. I have been to the cemeteries in France and I 
have seen marked on a number of crosses, " Unknown marine." 

The Chairman. Of course, there must be some hundreds of uniden- 
tified dead, probably some thousands. 

Gen. Lejeune. I have no idea of the definite number. 

Mr. Fields. The last report that I saw showed there were 1,700. 

Mr. Fish. There are 1,717 absolutely unknown dead and 431 un- 
identified dead classed on what they call blue cards. 

In answer to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mri* Crago], it 
would be very difficult to identify the different branches of the serv- 
ive, except to identify the difference between a Marine Corps man and 
a Regular soldier, because they have different uniforms, unless the men 
wore emblems on their collars. However, this resolution provides for 



bringing home one body. 
The Ci 



hairman. We would like to have you proceed, General. 

Gen. Lejeune. The object of having this ceremony in connection 
with one unidentified body was to enable the country to show its ap- 
preciation of the services of these men, their heroism, and the fact 
that they gave their lives for the country and the country's cause dur- 
ing the war, and it can be done in the case of an unidentified man with- 
out showing any invidious distinction as to locality or individuals, or 
even as to the arm of the service, if it is determined to bring home the 
body of only one man. 

The Chairman. As a matter of fact, England and France have had 
such a ceremony ? 

Gen. Lejeune. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. I will state for the benefit of the members of the 

London 
pictures of the 



committee that Mr. Fish brought to this hearing copies of the 
Graphic and the London Illustrated News containing picture 



RETURN OF BODY OF UNKNOWN AMERK^AN. 7 

scenes that occurred during the ceremony in I^ndon, and I will be 
glad to have the members of the committee see those illustrations. 

Mr. McKenzie. (ien. Lejeune, do you think there would be an in- 
vidious distinction, such as you referred to a moment ago, if we were 
to bring the bodies of those three American soldiers who were the first 
to fall over there i 

(Jen. Lejeune. You mean instead of bringing back one unidentified 
dead man ? 

Mr. McKenzie. Yes. I presume that spot will be marked with a 
mcmument ? 

(xen. Lejeune. That spot is already marked. 

Mr. McKenzie. It does seem to me that there coidd be but little 
criticism if we were to bring the bodies of those three l)ovs home. 

Gen. Lejeune. They could be brought home. I do not think tliere 
could be any criticism, because they were the ones first killed in the 
war. 

The Chairman. They were killed near Seichprey? 

(yen. Le.teune Yes, sir; they were in the First Division. 

Mr. Miller. It might add somewhat to the sentiment of the situa- 
tion if each State in the Union had a representative among the un- 
known dead who would be so honored. Of course it would make a 
goodly number, but they could be arranged in a circular formation 
and a suitable moniunent could be erected at that particular spot. 
It would be expressive of a beautiful sentiment and would tend to 
perpetuate the unity of the States. 

The Chairman. Gen. Lejeune, will you tell us what you think 
about that? 

Gen. Lejeune. I think it would be hard to determine what State 
a man came from. There are over 1,700 unknown dead. You could 
get closer to it by knowing the locality in which a man was buried, 
and you could reduce it to a comparatively small number, but you 
could not say what State a man belonged to any more than what a 
man's name was. 

Mr. Miller. Of course we are all familiar with the fact that similar 
ceremonies were held in England, where an unknown dead was buried 
at Westminster Abbey, and in France, where an unknown dead was 
buried beneath the arc de triomphe. 

Gen. Lejeune. The difficulty would be to find out what State a 
man came from. 

Mr. Miller. Would that be difficult? 

Gen. Lejeune. You do not know who the man is; you do not know 
his name, so how can you find out what organization he belonged to? 
I do not see how you could determine what State he came from. 

Mr. Miller. I know in the case of mv own State there are several 
unknown dead — from the State of Washington. It seems to me we 
could find one of those, and I imagine the same thing would be true 
in the case of other States. 

Mr. Fields. Were there not men from other States in your organi- 
zations ? 

Mr. Miller. We could get them from the different States, it seems 
to me. 

The Chairman. While the organization mav have gone into its 
first battle with soldiers from a particular State, when they got 
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through with one of those big battles they probably had met with a 
good many losses. The replacement troops who went up to fill those 
vacancies may have come from any State in the Union. 

Mr. Fields. I know the Thirty-third Division — the Illinois divi- 
sion — who returned to the United States on the same ship with the 
members of the Military Committee, when they went over was com- 
posed of Illinois troops, but when thw came back there were men in 
that division from practically every State in the Union. 

Mr. Miu^ER. It seems to me you could trace a man from a particular 
State by the engagements in which he took part. 

Mr. FiHH. Mr. Chairman, I will now introduce to the committee 
Gen. Pershing, who, as you of course know, is the commander in 
chief of the American Expeditionary Forces. 

The Chairman, (ien. Pershing, the committee will be pleased to 
hear what you have to say about House joint resolution 426, provid- 
ing for the bringing to the United States the body of an unknown 
American killed on the battle fields of France, and for the burial of 
the remains with appropriate ceremonies in this countr}\ 

(Jen. Pershino. Mr. Chairman, I have not given this matter at- 
tention except in a general way, but I favor the idea. It seems to 
me it would be a very fitting tribute for the Nation to pay not only 
to the unknown dead but to all who gave their lives and those who 
risked their lives for their country. 

We have had no national expression of any sort since the war 
ended that would give the people an opportunity to show their ap- 

Sreciation of the services over there of the young manhood of the 
ation, and it seems to me it would be a very fine thing for Congress 
to make some provision for a ceremony that would give the people of 
the country an opportunity to do that. 

The (^hairman. What cemetery would you suggest as the place 
where the unknown American dead should be buried ? 

Gen. Pershing. I have given that some thought and should think 
that Arlington would be the best site. I should prefer that in- 
stead of the rotunda of the Capitol. It seems to me that the me- 
morial amphitheater at Arlington would be a very appropriate place 
for such burial. 

The (^hairman. Of course England buried her unknown soldier in 
Westminster Abbey and France buried her unknown soldier at the 
foot of the Arc de Triomphe. 

Gen. Pershing. Yes. 

The Chairman. So you would suggest some place of that kind in 
this country, and your preference would be the amphitheater at 
Arlington? 

Gen. Pershing. I think that is the most suitable place we could 
select. * 

The Chairman. Is there anything else you desire to state to the 
committee, General ? 

(xen. Pershing. With reference to the ceremony, I think it should 
be made as impressive as possible, and that every honor should be 
be paid the remains of this unknown soldier, beginning with the dis- 
interment of the body in France and including its transportation 
from France across the Atlantic Ocean. A battleship should be sent 
to France with a detachment of officers and Soldiers under charge 
of a general officer. It should be made a national event from the 
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time the remains arrive in New York until the final interment at 
Arlington. The immediate ceremonies should include the presence 
and the assistance of the highest officials of the Grovernment. Ar- 
i-angements ought to be made by w.hich the people of the country 
could participate, by having an hour or half an hour set apart for 
that purpose during the exercises so that they might feel themselves 
a mirt of thLs great national occasion. 

The Chairman. Your idea would be to have the President of the 
United States and other officials of the Government present at the 

ceremony? 

(len. Pershing. I certainly think so. We can not do too much to 
honor the memory of those who lie in France, including those who 
participated in the war. 

The Chairman. General, Mr. Crago asked Gen. Lejeune a few 
moments ago whether it would be possible to bring home the body 
of an unknown dead soldier who was identified with a certain branch 
of the service and have every branch of the service represented by 
an unidentified dead soldier of each branch in such ceremony. Would 
that be possible, in your opinion? 

Gen. Pershing. I should think the very word " unknown " would 
be sufficient to include all branches of the service, both on land and 
on sea. I think the Navy and the Marine Corps and the Army in 
all its branches should participate in this ceremony in which we 
shall pav tribute to this one representative of all. 

Mr. Crago. Would there not be for all time to come the question, 
**To what branch of the service did this man belong?" 

Gen. Pershing. There would also be the question as to who he 
was. I think your proposition would be quite impracticable. 

Mr. Crago. If it is impracticable we want to know it. 

Gen. Pershing. Tt seems to me it would be impracticable. 

The Chairman. You would limit the ceremonv to the burial of the 
remains of just one unknown dead soldier? 

Gen. Pershing. Just one man; yes. It makes it much more im- 
pressive, I think, than if you tried to distinguish the branches of the 
services and have all the branches represented. This one man would 
represent the American participation in the war, both on land and 
sea. I can not see that you would gain anything by trying to have 
all the branchei5 or all the arms of the service represented. 

Mr. Hull. If you should identify the organization or the branch 
of the service, there would be a partial identification ? 

Gen. Pershing. Yes ; there would be. , 

Mr. McKenzie. General, I approve very heartily of your sugges- 
tion that if we are going to do this, we should do it in such a way that 
the entire Nation shall participate in it. To my mind, to bring the 
body of an unknown soldier to Washington and bury it in Arlington 
without the people of the entire country being cognizant of the fact 
and in a way participating in it, would be, to a certain extent, a farce, 
and I hope it we decide to do this at all, it will be made a national 
holiday with exercises held all over the country in order that the 
lesson,' if there is any lesson, to be learned from it in patriotism or in 
an expression of the sentiment of the people, may be completely 

learned. 

Gen. Pershing. It occurred to me that possibly next Memorial Day 

would be an appropriate day. 
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The Chairman. That is not a national holiday, but it is a holiday- 
observed in most of the States. I believe, of course, that if we decide 
to do this, it should be done with all the dignity possible, and the 
body should be brought back here with all the pomp and ceremony 
that should go with such an occasion. 

Mr. Miller. Would there be any additional sentiment added to 
this ceremony if the unknown deaa was taken from any particular 
engagement? Would you recommend that he be taken from the 
major engagements that we had over there? 

Gen. Pershing. That would seem to be an appropriate thing to do^ 
That would be my idea. 

Mr. Miller. Bather than some unimportant engagement ; take the 
body of an unknown who participated in the major engagement. 

Gen. Pershing. In which the greatest number of troops partici- 
pated and in which all branches of the service, the line and the staff,, 
took part. 

Mr. Miller. That would be the Argonne ? 

Gen. Pershing. Yes. 

Mr. Miller. Then the idea would be that the body of the unknown 
dead would be that of a man who participated in the Argonne cam- 
paign, or something of that character? 

Gen. Pershing. I think so. 

Mr. Greene. As I understand your thought, General, it contem- 
plates using the body of the unknown dead merely as a poetic ex- 
pression, perhaps, of the Nation's appreciation. You want to select 
the body of a person who can not be identified and therefore will in 
that sense present his memory to any mind in any form that their 
idealism may create. You do not want to identify him? 

Gen. Pershing. No. 

Mr. Gri:ene. You want it so it mav be in that sense intanffible, and. 
if I am not abusing the word, poetic. The Nation's ideal of what 
constitutes the last great sacrifice for country may clothe itself more 
securely in the idea because it is an unknown and no one can tell who 
he really was. Is that not the idea? Is that not why you wouid pick 
out an unknown? 

Gen. Pershing. I think that is the idea every one has, Mr. Greene. 

Mr. Greene. Then, why do you try to stipulate the arm or the 
branch of the service or the battle in which he fought? 

(len. Pershing. I do not know that I would try to stipulate that 
except that perhaps there is a greater number of unknown buried up 
there in the cemeteries near the battle field of the Meuse-Argonne 
than in any other place. I do not know that it is necessary' to stipu- 
late at all. 

Mr. Greene. I did not know what your idea Avas in making that 
stipulation. 

Gen. Persuing. I had no definite idea as to that. I was just an- 
swering Mr. Miller's question. 

The Chairman. Along the very line of thought Mr. Greene has 
brought out, it was stated before you came in that possibly the rela- 
tives of the men who were killed on the other side and whose remains 
were unidentified might have a lingering hope in their hearts that 
the remains of the one man which was brought over would be the 
remains of the son of that particular family. 
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Mr. Crago. That is what I was trying to get away from in my sug- 
gestion in reference to having every branch of the service represented. 

Mr. Fields. On page 1 of the resolution, beginning on hne 9, it is 
provided, " and the body so selected and brought to the United States 
shall be the only unidentified body authorized to be brought to the 
United States." I suppose that would apply to this particular cere- 
money at this particular time. The sentiment of the country might 
after awhile cause all the imknown dead to be returned to the United 
States, and it has occurred to me that it might be well in selecting a 
burial place for this body to put it in the center of a circle where the 
other bodies could be buried around it in the event that they should be 
returned to the United States at some subsequent date. A^Tiat would 
you think of that ? 

Gen. Pershing. I do not believe I should go into a complication 
of that sort. It seems to me that when this ceremony which is pro- 
vided for is carried out, that would end the national tribute vou 
want to pay. 

Mr. Fields. I had in mind that there would be the families of the 
1,700 soldiers who are unidentified and they would think that per- 
haps this was their boy, or perhaps not, and they would be anxious 
to De sure that the remains of their son rested in Arlington, and for 
that reason I am frank to express the hope that in the future they 
will all be returned to the United States, and if that should be done 
I think it would be appropriate to make this burial place the center 
around which this entire number would be buried. 

Gen. Pershing. I should not be in favor of going that far into it. 
I think the tribute .you paid to one would be accepted by all the 
families as a tribute to their unidentified dead, and it seems to me 
there would not be any point in going into it any further. 

Mr. FiEiiDS. I agree with you on that. 

Mr. Hull. There is no doubt in my mind along the line of Mr. 
Greene's question in regard to the identification of a man as to where 
he fell. It seems to me that the least identification you have in regard 
to this body the better off you will be. Would it not be possible to 
select a body without any identification at all as to where the man 
fell, and simply identify him as an unknown, without attempting to 
determine the organization he belonged to or the State from which 
he came, or anything else ? 

Gen. Fershing. That is my idea. I thought I made that clear. 

Mr. Hull. I know it is your idea. But I thought you suggested 
that the body might be selected from some particular battlefield. 

Gen. Pershing. As a matter of fact, nearly all those larger ceme- 
teries contain dead that are gathered in from all over France. In 
going to one of the cemeteries in the Argonne vou might take an 
unknown man w^ho was killed somewhere else, t mean the thing is 
quite possible. 

Mr. Hull. That is the idea ? 

Gen. Pershing. Yes. I do not think you should undertake to 
si>ecify where he should be taken from. That would be going into 
too much detail. 

The Chairman. At the Romagne Cemetery there are 27,000 bodies, 
I believe, and a great many of those have been gathered from quite a 
number of fields? 

Gen. Pershing. From far and wide : yes. 
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The Chairman. At Thiaucourt there are 11,00() bodies and at 
Suresnes there are 3,000. 

Gen. Pershing. There are more than that at Thiaucourt now. 

The Chairman. Then they have enlarged it, because the original 
figures at the tjme the cemetery was created showed the number to 
be 11,000 bodies. 

Gen. Pershing. I do not remember the exact number there. 

Mr. Fish. Mr. Chairman, the next speaker will be Mr. William 
Tyler Page, Clerk of the House of Representatives, who helped me 
draft this resolution. 

Mr. Page. Mr. Chairman, I was invited here this morning by Mr. 
Fish not, I suppose, to present any facts or to discuss the merits of 
this proposition, because that has been ably done by the generals, but 
merely to state that I have collaborated with Mr. Fish in the prepa- 
ration of this joint resolution. Mr. Fish introduced another resolu- 
tion early in the session, I believe. 

The Chairman. That was House joint resolution 386. 

Mr. Page. That resolution was not deemed by him and others to 
have been exactly in the correct form, and he was kind enough to ask 
my advice respecting the phraseolo^ of the resolution which is now 
before vou. I believe it is drafted in a parliamentary sense and 
meets tne views of Mr. Fish and perhaps of the War Department. 
That is about all I desire to say. 

The Chairman. Of course you are in favor of the resolution? 

Mr. Page. I think that goes without saying. But inasmuch as 
you have asked me that question I would say that in the use of the 
term in the joint resolution " an American ' the idea in mind was 
that this unknown body would be in a distinctive capacity, repre- 
sentative of the entire overseas forces. 

Mr. Crago. You say you had something to do with the drafting 
of the resolution? 

Mr. Page. Some little. 

Mr. Crago. What was the purpose of putting in the prohibition at 
the bottom of page 1, " and the body so selected and brought to the 
United States shall be the only unidentified body authorized to he 
brought to the United States " ? 

Mr. Page. The idea in mind in that connection was that the (lov- 
ernment of the United States in authorizing this would be authoriz- 
ing merely the bringing over of one body, and that bodies of un- 
known soldiers hereafter brought over would not receive this dis- 
tinction and would be brought over perhaps under some other 
auspices, so that the national honor provided for in this joint reso- 
lution would go alone to this one unknown body. 

Mr. Crago. That purpose is all right, but I am just a little bit 
fearful that as this prohibition has been made so strong it might bar 
the bringing of any other unidentified bodies to this country. For 
instance, if the Twenty-seventh Division, the New York division, 
or the Twenty-eighth division, the Pennsylvania division, wanted to 
bring over some unidentified bodj'^ of a man belonging to either one 
of those divisions and have a ceremonial burial of that body and per- 
haps erect a memorial in the State of New York or in the State of 
Pennsylvania they might, under this language, be prevented from 
doing so. We would not want to have anything in this resolution 
that would be a prohibition on that. 
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Mr. Page. Would that not be done under the auspices of the Stat^ 
Cjovemment ? 

Mr. Crago. The expense might be borne by the State Government, 
but the Federal Government undoubtedly has exclusive jurisdiction 
in the matter of authorizing the return. 

Mr. Page. I dare say that permission for that purpose, regardless 
of this particular inhibition, could be obtained at the ^^ ar Depart- 
ment by the constituted authorities of the States. 

Mr. Crago. They could do that, without this provision. 

Mr. Page. The purpose of this provision was mereW to make this 
distinctive, so far as the Government of the United States was con- 
cerned, in bringing over a particular unknown body for the purpose 
of doing it honor. 

Mr. Craoo. I agree with that purpose ; but I am afraid this lan- 
ffiiaw is so strong it mi^ht have the effect I indicated. 

Mr. Page. That would be subject to amendment by the committee. 

The Chairman. Of course, that language can be considered by the 
committee when we take up the resolution in executive session. 

Mr. Page. The resolution is not infallible in its phraseology. 

Mr. Fish. Mr. Chairman, Mr. John Thomas Taylor, the chairman 
of the national legislative committee of the American Legion, will 
be the next speaker. 

The Chairman. Mr. Taylor, we will be glad to hear from you in 
regard to House joint resolution 426. 

Mr. Taylor. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, speak- 
ing for the American Legion on this particular resolution, this is a 
matter which is very close to the hearts of all of the members of the 
American Lejpon. These men were our buddies; we feel that they 
are our particular trust, and we know of no more fitting way in 
which a perpetual lesson could be furnished for the future manhood 
of the country in case of another serious war in which we might 
be engaged. We know of no more fitting way in which to do honor 
to the young men who went into this war and who made the supreme 
sacrifice. England has done it ; France has done it. We look upon it 
as a most glorious thing; we believe that the entire people of America 
will welcome such action by this Congress. We know what the effect 
will be upon the ex-soldiers. The ex-soldiers feel to date as though 
to some extent the people have forgotten all about the war ; that they 
have forgotten what the ex-soldiers did in the war: and here is a 
fine chance to revive the spirit which these men displayed in 1917 
and 1918; and we are heartily in favor of the passage or the resolution. 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Fish. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, in the 
first place I would like to discuss for a few moments the reason for 
the insertion in the resolution of the prohibition against bringing 
home more than one unidentified and unknown body. It seems to 
me that that one unknown should be the only unknown, and should 
be absolutely unknown and unidentified. He should not be taken 
from any particular battlefield, but should be so chosen that nobody 
would laiow his identification or tlie battlefield he comes from. He 
should represent in himself the North, the South, the East, and the 
West. 
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Mr. Crago. Would it not be possible to put in the resolution words 
to this effecl, that he should be unknown as to name, as to organiza- 
tion, and as to branch of the service? 

Mr. Fish. I think the committee might very well make any amend- 
ment of that kind. I would not have any objection. 

Mr. Crago. We should either have a body brought back whose 
identification is entirely unknown, both as regards the branch of the 
service and the organization and the place from which he came, or 
else we should bring back unknown bodies representing each branch 
of the service. I want to get away from anybody being able to 
say that there is the body of a marine or an infantryman or an ar- 
tillerist or a Chemical Warfare Service man or anything of that 
kind. 

.Mr. Fish. I would have no objection to anything that would 
strengthen that feature of the resolution and make it very definite, 
so that there could be no idea or no suspicion that the body of the 
unknown soldier would be brought from the battlefield of the Ar- 
gonne, or from any particular field. There should be no distinction 
whatever either in the matter of rank, color, or wealth. This man 
is the unknown American soldier killed on the battlefields of France. 

Mr. Miller. Is it possible to find a man buried over there concern- 
ing whom they do not know the engagement in which he was killed ? 
As I understand, as the Graves Registration Service has worked ii 
out, it is impossible for an unknown dead to be buried except the 
records show the engagement in which he was killed. You can not 
find an unknown dead but what there is a record of the engagement 
in which that man was killed. 

Mr. Fish. I think I will have to differ with you on that score. 
The way the Graves Registration Service works to-day, is when they 
find the body of an unknown dead they bury it in a little cemetery 
nearby and then later the body is disinterred, T3erhaps two or three 
times until finally it is buried in the cemetery where it is to stay, and 
I should go so far as to say that they have not the complete records of 
50 per cent of those men. 

Mr. Miller. We went over the records of the Graves Registration 
Service in France and we observed that there was a record of the men 
in these cemeteries, and the record shows when he was transferred 
from one place to another, and if you get the rcord of the unknown 
dead you could trace it back to the engagement in which he was 
killed. That was the way the thing was explained to me in France. 

Mr. Fish. I can give you a specific instance out of my own experi- 
ence. We were attached to a French Army, and on July 15 it so 
happened that I had one of my orderlies severely gassed so that he 
was unconscious, and when the bombardment let down I ordered him 
to be taken out by four stretcher bearers, and they had not gone 50 
yards when a shell fell on the top of the stretcher and killed three 
stretcher bearers and the man on the stretcher, and before anybody 
could get to them another shell landed and there was not anything 
left of these men. They were left at that time unburied and were 
later buried by the French, but I doubt very much whether those men 
were ever transferred to any cemetery. 

Mr. Caldwell. You could not expect to bring back a body buried 
in that way. 

Mr. Fish. No; you coulH nnt 
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Mr. Caldwell. We found when the members of this committee 
were in France places where men had been buried in shell holes with 
no markings on them at all. The Graves Registration Service had 
found an indication that there was a body buried there and they 
would di^ it up, but the identification marks were gone. They buried 
it in a little cemetery nearby and they marked it " Unidentified 
American soldier." >iow, then, in the course of time, this cemetery 
was done away with and those bodies were taken from there to an- 
other cemetery, and perhaps they were removed a second or a third 
time, and every time a body was moved as much of an identification 
as could be placed was put on it in the hope that perhaps in the fu- 
ture in making inquiry among various men as to the whereabouts of 
the different soldiers they could practically definitely locate this body 
as being the body of a certain man. For instance, Jones would say. 
'• Yes, sir; I knew Smith. He was killed at the foot of a certain hill 
at such a place, and we buried him where he fell, in a shell hole. 
Then they go back over their records and find that the body they 
found in that shell hole was transferred to another place. What we 
want to do, as I understand this resolution, is to endeavor to select a 
body somewhere in France of a soldier who was killed but who, up 
to this date we have not been able to identitv, and select one in such 
a way that in the future he can not be identified. 

Mr. Fish. I think I can answer the question because that has 
already been carried into effe t by the French Government. In 
order that there may be no identification possible in the future of 
the unknown dead hero they took nine different bodies from nine 
sections of the battlefront and conveyed them to the citadel at 
Verdun, where they were put in one room. The bodies were put in 
coffins under the command of general officers who stood on guard in 
this room, and then a noncommissioned officer, representing the rank 
and file of the French Armv entered the room and chose one of those 
nine caskets. That casket was again put under special guard and 
was eventially buried under the arc de triomphe. The other eight 
caskets were buried in the citadel at Verdun. 

This resolution is drawn in a very broad manner giving the full 
power to the Se retary of War to promulgate rules and regulations 
in order that there shall be strict imnartiality observed and that 
there shall be no suspicion that this body is brought from the battle- 
fields of the Twenty-seventh Division at Bony or from the Meuse 
Ai*gonne, or battlefields around Soissons. The whole purpose of this 
resolution is to bring home the body of an unknown American war- 
rior who in himself represents no section, creed, or race in the late 
war and who typifies, moreover, the soul of America and the supreme 
sacrifice of her heroic dead. I agree thoroughlv with Gen. Pershing 
that if this ceremony is to be carried out at all it must be done in the 
most impressive manner possible and done in a way so that no person 
can have the slightest suspicion that there is any favoritism shown 
as to what battlefield this body comes from or what branch of the 
service the man represents. 

Mr. Greene. Is it not true that the matter of the possibility o{' the 
identification of the arm in which the man served is after all of minor 
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importance? That distinction as between the arms of the service 
is a matter of the experience of the soldieis themselves and is not 
recognized by the country at large. They were all in the ser^nce, 
whether they were in one form of its activities or another. It does 
not matter much which one of the arms the unknown belonged to. 

Mr. Fish. That is right, Mr. Greene. There was not fo much dis- 
tinction in the Army because the combat unit was the division which 
had in it all arms, and the people who belonged to the Twenty- 
seventh Division from New York or the Twenty-eighth Division 
from Pennsylvania were of all arms of the service, anclthey were all 
true and loyal to the Twenty-seventh Division of New York or the 
Twenty-eignth Division of Pennsylvania. 

I took this bill up with the American Legion's executive committee 
of tlie New York State department of the legion, and asked their 
opinion as to limiting it to one body, because New York City is veri" 
desirous of having that body brought there, just the same as every 
other city in the country is. New York, in particular, has started a 
campaign in that direction, so I brought up that point before the 
executive committee of the American Legion of New York State, 
and I have here a resolution adopted by the executive committee of 
the American Legion of the department of New York State, which, 
with the permission of the committee, I would like to read : 

The American Legion. 
New York City, January 29, 192 1. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, Jr., 

Hou9e of Rcfn'esentatives, Washington /). C 
My Drab Congressman : This is to notify you officlaUy that at the uieetiui; of 
the State executive committee, American Legion, departmenr of New York, held 
In this office on January 15, 1921, the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted : t-^» 

"Whereas the Hon. Hamilton Fish, Jr., Representative in Congress from the 
twenty-sixth district. New York, has Introduced House joint resolutioi^ 426, 
providing for the hrlnglng to the United States of a body of an unknown 
American killed on the battle fields of Franc;*, and for the burial of thi* 
remains with appropriate ceremonies; and 
** Whereas the executive committee, deimrtment of New York. American legion, 
believing that this action will be of great aid in impressing uptm the public 
the tluty of h4)noring these brave heroes of the World War, and in con- 
secrating by this action the death of all Americans burled as ** unknown '' 
in France: Therefore, be it 
'* Resolved by thin eommittee. That the American legion, department of New 
York, approves heartily of the passage of this bill, and pledges Its support 
thereto ; and that copies of this indorsement be forwarded the Introducer of tbe 
bill and other representatives in the House of Representatives an<l the I'nited 
States Senate from the State of New York.** 

r^>ples of this ln<lorsement are going forward to-<lay to the men y<»u menthmed 
In your letter of January 27. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hi'GH W. Robertson, 

Assistant to Commander. 

That is their official indorsement of this particular bill which 
specifically limits the transportation to only one unknown dead. 
I have also a letter from the Secretary of War favoring this reso- 
lution. The Secretary of War was to appear before this committee 
but found at the last moment that a committee of which he is the 
chairman was to hold a hearing at which people from all over the 
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country will appear, so he sent, of his own accord and without solici- 
tation, this very beautiful letter favoring the resolution: 

Wab Depabtment, 
Washinfftony J<tnuery Sly 1921. 

My Deab Mk. Fish : I regret that I can not be present at the hearing before 
the Committee on MlUtary Affairs on Tuesday morning, when consideration 
will be giyen to tb» joint ret^mtiosi Introdiicea by you provtcUng for the 
briasing to tlie United States of a body of as ubIuiowu American killed on the 
battle &lds of Prance and lor the burial of the remaias with appropriate cere- 
ufeODles. The bfll provides for the selection of the body of an unidfentifted 
fioMler who was a monber of the ovopsoas foroos of tbo Uniled States and who 
gare 1^ Ufa la tbe groat war. TWs bocly ia to be brovgbl to the Uaited Stetoa 
Dor burial la tho ampbithoalor of t^ Noltfooai Ceootery, at ArUagton, Va. 

In my Judgment, no place would be more suitable than the Arlington aiaphi- 
theater for tills signtieant and symbolic interment. Congress has reserved 
to itsolf tba right to Aotonaino what barMs sbaU tabo place and what moaa- 
BMata and nB«aortala iAAH bo oataMlsbod ta tbe great avaMiittieateff baftbltuft 
Ultinately* U aiU bo tba Weotmiaator Abboy of Aaiorleo^s boroic Ooail. As 
yet, no Interments have been made in it, and T can conceive no more fitMaa 
laaufniration of Its use than to piace titere the body of n soWter whtwie name and 
fdttttlty are loot, bat wbo will typify and ropr<esont tbe Imperiabahlo part of tJie 
aaipriflee whieb be aad bis oo mra i iw uiade for their coan|ry and their eoimtry*s 
cause. In tbe long rug of hlatofy the naaiea of iudlvlduals fade, bat thje great 
luovemeats which have been inspirod and defended by tKe mass of virtue, which 
we call the national spfrtt, remain as solid actrievements trtid mark the advance 
wblch cf vUiaatloa attaias. Wo eborlob tbe aanoa of oar boroeo and record tholr 
<lc«fls of IniMtail yalor aad aa«riic«. but tbe coromoar which yoor aieaaure 
l^roiMiaoa is a natioftal tritmte to the groat aggr«#alO(l valor of oar Army and \ts 
being dissociated from the name of any individual becomes a common possession 
«f all who contributed to the victory. I trust, therefore, that the committee will 
Und it possible to recommend and the Congress to pass tbe reaolution. 
Corilal^, yoata, 

KgwTOsr D. BAWEm Seereiwri^ 9f War, 

Tbt CHAiaMAN . I wonM also like to ingert in the hearing a letter 
■ddiwaod to the cottmittoa hjf Mr. Truxton Baala, whaae son was 
kiUed in Enra|>e during tiw war. Hub ia a lettw favomg tha 
resolution. 

(The letter referred t^ is as follows :) 

To the Committee on Militaby Affaibs. 

<t}entlbm«w : We are beginning to realise tbat our great material achievements 
are not our oole measure of eivttlBatkm — to roeiizo tbat <iviliaatloB is m««e a 
Blatter of tbe heart than of the bead aad that i^rngatthy Is the raw material 
from wbich it is made. If tbe aiomorial, the soieam rij^ts, and tbe burial place 
proposed in Mr. Fish's resolution will croate and keep vivid onr sense of the 
sufferings of others, it will sub9er\'e a greiit pwbHc use and a thousand, perhaps, 
tadlrect, bat, aevortbeloos benoflelal effects wiU ooaie trmu thla one cauae. Tbe 
test of real progress is the rate by which our sympathy for our fellow dticoua 
is streagtbeiiiag, aad it i« ia sueh ways as the rosolutlon suggests tliat the soul 
of goodness in things evil may <*ouie from the suiTerlngs of the frightful war. 

If the carrying out of the resolution were only an expression of national 
ayaipathy for the famllieii of the unldentiflod soldiers, I think It would be justllted. 
Tboae wbo a^ere obUged to eadure tbe loog period of agony before learning 
the fate of their relatives in tbe Array ia France suffered more than au.v of 
the others wiio w^ere grief stricken with losses in the war. T^me, which usually 
assuages tlie grief of most, only kept theirs more keen. It is human to believe 
'WhKi wo fervoatly wish. Trifles often sufllce to rervlve our hopes, and it fa 
palnfai for as to oonloiBplate the strain under which maay Aa>erican £amlliQ^ 
weoe kept when their hopes were constantly revived that their loved ones would 
return to the fireside and again occupy the vacant chair, only in the end fro 
have the sickening conviction driven upon them that they were lying in a 
foreign land in an unmarked grave. 

34^7.5-^21 2 
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Unlike many vainglorious memorials seen both In Europe and in this country, 
which only tend to revive in us the dormant instincts of the savage and act as 
a stimulus to our fighting propensities, this monument will arouse sentiments 
of an entirely different kind. I believe it would be wrfl worth the public money 
expended upon it 

Respectfully, yours, 

Tbuxtuw Beale. 

Mr. Fish. Mr. Chairman, I trust that the committee will favor- 
ably report this legislation, and, if it is favorably reported, I trust 
that it will be passed without delay in the House so that it may be 
passed by both Houses at this session of Congress. I think it would 
l>e most appropriate to have the burial made as soon as possible. We 
have delayed already far too long in honoring these unknown dead. 

There are 2,000 families who will claim this one unknown as their 
own and it will bring great comfort and happiness to them, and, 
moreover, in honoring our unknown dead we honor all of the soldiers 
Who mve their lives to their country. Therefore, I trust that the 
bUl, ii it meets the favor of the committee, will be reported out so 
that we can set it through both Houses of Congress at this session 
and have theourial here on April 6 — the anniversary of the date of 
the declaration of war or on Memorial Dav. Of course, that would 
be in the hands of the Secretary of War, because he has full power 
under the terms of the resolution to promulgate rules and regula- 
tions unless the (committee amends the resolution by striking that part 
out. I sincerely trust that the resolution will receive the prompt 
and favorable consideration of this committee and later of both 
Houses of Congress. 

Gen. Harris. Mr. Chairman, I have nothing special to say on the 
subject except to express my 'most hearty indorsement of the project 
proposed in the resolution. I think it is peculiarly fitting, and I 
nope, as Mr. Fish said, that action will be taken on the resolution at 
tills session of Congress so that the ceremonies may be held not later 
than Memorial Day. 

The Chairman. How many of our soldiers, who participated over- 
seas, are at present unidentified? 

Gen. Harris, The latest report of the cemeterial brahch of the 
Quartermaster GeneraPs Office gives that number as 2,148. 

The Chairman. How many are reported from the bureau of rec- 
ords over there as being unknown as to whether they died or whether 
they deserted or what became of them? I saw some statement in the 
papers not long ago that the number of such men has been reduced 
to three or four? 

' Gen. Harris. There were originally something like 25,905 soldiers 
reported as missing in action. That number has been reduced from 
time to time by the finding of bodies, by the soldiers returning from 
captivity, or being identified in other ways. In May, 1919, we began 
to make presumptions of death of those missing in action and of 
whom we could get no record whatever. From that time on, after 
exhausting every means of locating missing men, we have presumed 
that they are dead, and we now have presumed that all those re- 
ported as missing, in action who have not been found either alive 
or dead, were actualy killed in action or died of wounds received 
in action. 

The Chairman. You have practically accounted for all the sol- 
diers who participated in the war on the other side of the Atlantic? 
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Gen. Harris. All of those missing in action. There are men who 
deserted; there are some who disappeared from hospitals and other 
places, many of whom probably deserted, although some of those 
who disappeared from hospitals may have gone to the front and 
participated in action and were killed without our actualy having 
a record of it. Things happened so rapidly that they could not 
make complete records. 

The Chairman. Would it be possible for you to put into the 
hearings a statistical statement snowing those various things, be> 
cause when the resolution comes up on the floor of the House the 
members of the committee will probably be asked those various ques- 
tions, and we will appreciate it if you will prepare such a statement 
for insertion in the record. 

Gen. Harris. I will be very glad to do that. 

(The statement refered to is as follows:) 

STATEMENT BELATIVE TO MEN BEPORTED AS MISSING IN ACTION. 

< 

The cases reported by the commanding general, American Expeditionary 
Forces, to the W^ar Department as " missing in action " totaled 25,905. Every 
one of these cases has been cleared. A number of the men so reported by Oen. 
Pershing were afterwards found to be still living, some of them having been 
captured by the enemy, others had been wounded and sent to hospitals, still 
others had been serving during the fitting with organisations other than their 
own. and still others were found to have deserted. Of the remainder it was 
later established that some had been actually killed or had died. Those still 
unaccounted for were, after all efforts to locate them had failed, officially pre- 
sumed to be dead. 

Of the 25,906 men originally reported as " missing in action," approximately 
23 per cent are now shown on the records to be dead, death having been either 
established or presumed; about 16 per cent had been captured by the enemy; 
about 25 per cent had become separated from their organisations and subse- 
quently returned, and the remaining 36 per cent were either located in hospitals 
or had deserted. 

Altogether 1,113 presumptions of death were made in this office in the cases 
of 30 officers and 1,083 enlisted men. t^fflcljil prc»snniptions of death are limited 
to those cases in which the soldier was last reported as "missing In action.** 
If the last report received shows him wounded and sent to hospital. capture<l 
by the enemy, or deserted, no official presumption of death Is made, even though 
no further report is ever received in his case. About 12 men who were last 
reported as prisoners of war were not returned to the United States at the time 
of exchange of prisoners. Neither were their names included among those re- 
ported as having died in enemy prison camps.. These men are therefore stlH 
•* missing/* but can not be officially presumed by the War Department to be 
dead because they were last reported as prisoners of war and not as missing in 
action. These cases are still being Investigated by the Department of State. 

The remains of a large percentage of the 1,113 soldiers officially presumed to 
be dead are no doubt included among the 2,148 unidentified remains reported by 
the cemeterial branch of the Quartermaster General *s Office. 

Deaths among memhers of the American ErpefHtionary Foree^t. 

kllletl in action T?4,868 

Died of wounds received in action 13,124 

Dlefl of disease 22,963 

Die<l of accident 2.175 

Died of other causes 1 980 

Total deaths 1 75 110 

Originally reported as missing in action 2.5,905 

Dead (death either established or presumed) per cent.- 'J.S 

Captured by the enemy do 16 

Separated from organizations and subsetiuently returned do 25 

Located In hospitals or deserted 1 do 36 



20 RETURN OF BODY OF UNKNOWN AMERICAN. 

Nuiuber of men " missing in action " ofnclally presumed to be dead : 

officern u 30 

Enlisted nien_ 1,090 

Total 1,110 

Mr. Kearns. I understand you to say there are 2,148 unidentified 
dead? 

(jen. Harris. Dead in France; that is what the eemeterial brancti 
of the Quartermaster (Jeneral's Office reports. 

Mr. Kearns. Of those 2,148, is there any identification on any one 
of the graves at all as to the organization or to what branch of the 
service a man was in ? 

(Jen. Harris. No doubt there is. 

The Chairman. Before you came in Gen. Lejeune testified that 
he had seen graves marked "Unidentified marine," so that would 
show what organization a man belonged to. 

Mr. Kearns. There has been so much conflict in the statements 
that I want to get Gen. Harris's opinion about it. 

Gen. Harris. I should say that probably in a majority of cases 
there would be something to indicate the arm of the service. 

Mr. Kearns. Is there any one body buried there where there is 
absolutely no identification at all, so far as you know ? 

Gen. IIarris. I imagine there will be quite a number. They are 
supi)osed to carry some insignia of the arm or rank in the service, 
but it is possible in changing olive-drab shirts that a man may have 
failed to transfer the insignia to the new shirt. 

Mr. Kearns. The reason I asked that is because it seems that they 
want to get some body that could not be identified either as to the 
arm of the service he belonged to or the name of the organization, 
where, there would be absolutely no identification, even as to o^r, 
whether he was white or black. Would it be possible to find snch a 
body as that? 

Gren. Harris. I am a little inclined to think it might be. 

Mr. Kearns. Has anyone any certain information on that subject f 

Qen. Harris. I have none. 

Mr. Kearns. The reason I ask that is because one man says " yes,** 
and another man " no," and there seems to be a good deal of conflict 
of testimony on that subject. 

Gen. Harris. A great many of those, especially those buried in 
German territoir, had their watches and insignia taken off their 
remains before they were buried, and in siHne cases they would even 
take off things like le^ngs. 

Mr. Kearns. That is where they were buried by the German sol- 
diers ? 

Gen. Harris. I have heard that everything they could possibly 
utilize was taken off the body. 

Mr. FiEiJ>s. The record that accompanies this unknown dead 
doubtless shows where this body was found. 

Gen. Harris. Yes ; there is no doubt about that. 

Mr. Fields. At least, they can trace it back that far, and from that 
th^ may have some idea as to what his organisation was. 

Gren. Harris. Yes. 

Mr. Fields. As I recall, when we were on the other side they told 
us that there was information as to where the body was found. 
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Gen. Hakus. That is true« There would not be very many^ 



Mr. GhtBENE. It is possible, is it not, that the final circumstances 
that took this man's life would be such as to strip him of all insignia ? 

Gren. Harris. That would be possible. 

Mr. Gr£bn£. So that there were bodies that at the time of finding 
would have nothing on them that would give any clue? 

Gen. Harris. A man might even have been in a hospital, clad only 
in his pajamas. There were many who were buried with nothing but 
a blanket around them. 

The Chairman. As I understand it, you did get a great deal of 
evidence of this kind. Say our troops were in action; a shell fell 
among them and probably killed 8, 10, or 12 men and it was impos< 
sible to identify tbein because they were so badly mangled. But the 
men who participated in the battle with them would then make a 
statement that Comrades So-and-So, of such an organization, were 
engaged with the survivors in fighting that battle, when this dfiell 
came along and kiUed them all. But it would not be possible to 
identify any particular body? 

Gen. Harris. That is true. 

Mr. CAu>WBiiL. In eases of that kind there would not be anything 
on the body; they would bring back things that would only te 
mangled pieces of flesh. I understood the i«a was to bring back a 
body. Perhaps the only wav they could get such a body as they 
want would h^ to bring one back that fell within the German lines 
that was stripped and marked only as the body of an American 
soldier. We would not know who he was. 

The Chairman. You could not tell from these bodies that were 
picked up in that way. The face was probably so disfigured that 
you coula not tell who it was, yet the body would be an entire body, 
and you have found, anyhow, that the man fell in such a battle. 
One of the witnesses before the committee described how the French 
took their unknown dead. Probably if we pass this resolution some 
such method may be adopted by the Secretarv of War to find the 
body of the American soldier who will be brought back to this 
country. That is all up to the head of the War Department, is it not ? 

Gen. Harris. Yes, sir. There were a great many cases where a 
number of men were buried by the explosion of a shell and their 
bodies might not be torn to pieces, but yet we would not be able to 
identify any one of them, except that we know the names of the men 
buried in that particular shell hole. 

Mr. Greene. If the proposed policy of this resolution is known to 
the War Departmeirt, it is natural to trust that they will seek by 
their own methods to solve the difficulties and make some such selec- 
tion, so that they would be satisfied that this body could not be 
identified ? 

Gen. Harris. It would be very unfortunate if the body should be 
identified later. 

Mr. Miller. Is it possible to bring home a body that can be traced 
back to the engagement in which the man was killed ? 

Gen. Harris. It can be traced back to the grave where the body was 
first found. 
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Mr. Miller. And find out what troops were engaged in that par- 
ticular operation and reasonably locate what unit the man belonged 
to and in what unit he was killed? 

Gen. Harris. There are certain sections of the country where the 
units were very much mixed, especially in the wooded sections. 

Mr. Miller. I understand that the records of the Graves Registra- 
tion Service show that when a body was found it was placed in a 
certain cemetery and then removed. They have a record of each 
removal. So you can trace the unknown dead back to the locality 
where he was Killed. 

Gen. Harris. Yes ; they might find a body in the forest six months 
after a battle. There may have in the meantime. been dozens or per- 
haps 'hundreds of organizations which had reported men missing in 
action in that forest. It would not be safe to say that you could trace 
the date of death. That would be practically impossible in many 
cases. 

Mr. Miller. I was wondering whether some ingenious newspaper 
man or somebody else could not take any body we would bring over 
and locate the engagement in which that man was killed. 

Gen. Harris. We are exhausting every possible means to locate 
those now. 

(Thereupon the committee adjourned.) 



MB .»* 






v' 












A' 



s,' 






N * 



4 



^•> 



'J- ^ 



•:^. 



'/' 



\ 



\'- 



^\ 



I 



•^, 



-^ ; 



* 



r - 






/ , 









*. -' * 



3 ". 



+ ■ 






-^ 



'^- V,^* 



I 






r-r- 



»■> 



• • 



' V 






'->' 






„>. 



' ^ 






^. 



'• •• .<i 












U'"'. 



<>• 



^ 






«>* 






"3 -'-'''''- 






•0-* 






> - 



v 



• 1- 

^ - 



/■ 






' • r 






/ 
1> 



- * * • * 



'>* 






4 












' • 



— ' I 



- ' - ""'-l« 
























'^ . 






\ 



i = • " * ^. 



'V 









v-^ 



r "' 



.N 












"v 






V ' 



r' 






A ^■^ 



-"^1. 



"3 ' ''^^' 



- • 



c 



'* .0 






* f • 












f ^ 






^ 






^ .. 



A 



• • ' ' ^ 



O 



^ 



^- 



-; 



* •' 






o 



» 1 















h^ ^.. . 






^:> 









I 



A 






of o 



*>V 






► ' 






p * 






. • ' -'* 



^ > 



V <• 

N^^ \ * 






, t 






' 4 






-*\ 



X 






^ 









f • 



V ' r 



(.* 



* * 



< 



J 



X* 



p *> o 



.0 '- 









^^ 






.•t 









- 3 









1 



' V 



, > 
'x 






',\ 



->. 






^ 1 









> 



-. 9 



^> 



r V 















'. •» 






V 



*^^ 












• « 


^-'b 


<o 






--x 


.V 






'^^ 


\ 


''""^ 








* " ^ 








o 





X 



f r 



^' ^ * 






t** 






^, ,-> 



V 












A 



'^X. 



"-^ 












,1 



<"^ ' 












A' 



X 



V 



<i' 



A 



*_ * 


















•/* 



-y * 



-T' -- 



- '- ..." ^ ^ ->"' 









